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Introduction 

ïToday is starting point for conversation about the 
Library building and its future. 

ïMore details are in written plan. 

ïBuilding is owned by City of Birmingham, which is 
responsible for maintenance of physical plant. 

ï[ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ Ǉƭŀƴ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
building plan. 

ïSurvey responses show desire for improvement in 
building appearance and functionality. 

ïLast comprehensive renovation and addition took 
place 30 years ago. 



Overall goals 

ïProvide enough space for a library of this size and 
caliber 

ïArrange space in a logical, usable manner 

ïMake building aesthetically pleasing 

Specific space needs 

ïYouth: More space 

ïTeen: Dedicated area 

ïAdult: More space for study & seating with 
perhaps slightly less space for collections 

ïStudy rooms: Increase number 

 



Benchmarks with peer libraries 

Library Population 
Square 
Footage 

Number of 
Study Rooms 

Square 
Footage per 
Capita 

Study Rooms 
per 10,000 
Population 

Ann Arbor 163,590 162,900 17 1.0 1.0 

Baldwin 35,350 40,174 2 1.1 0.6 

Bloomfield 
Township 

41,070 102,205 20 2.5 4.9 

Clinton-
Macomb 

169,833 105,400 5 0.6 0.3 

Farmington 90,112 90,000 6 1.0 0.7 

Grosse Pointe 51,060 61,000 4 1.2 0.8 

Novi 55,374 59,314 9 1.1 1.6 

Southfield 75,814 124,495 19 1.6 2.5 

Troy 80,980 50,000 0 0.6 0.0 



Improvements Needed 

ïHandicapped accessibility 

ïInterior and exterior lighting 

ïMain entrance aesthetics 

ïSound issues 

ïάWayfindingΣέ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƴŀƎŜ 

Other ideas 

ïMartin Street entrance 

ïCafé  

ïPermanent used bookstore 

 



Three options identified 

ïContinue current practice of ongoing 
maintenance and modest, discrete 
improvements 

ïComprehensive renovation and repurposing 
of existing footprint  (Fanning Howey) 

ïFull-scale building expansion and 
renovation  (Saroki) 



Building Plan by 
Fanning Howey 





Current layout 



Proposed layout 



Birkerts Addition 



Birkerts Addition 
teen 

study rooms computers group workspace 





Study rooms 
could be 
added by 
making 
several 
optional 
small 
additions. 



Youth Room 



homework center 

early literacy 

young readers 



proposed 

An optional small 
addition would 

have a major 
impact on 

seating areas and 
collection space. 

 

addition 



Fanning Howey review 

  
         

Achievements: 
 

- Functionality 
 

- Aesthetics and appearance 
 

- Wayfinding 
 

- Opportunity for slight 
expansions 
 

- Minor improvement of 
study room space 
 

- Fiscally prudent plan 

  

Concerns: 
 

- Little or no increase in square 
footage 
 

- Handicapped access at front 
entrance 
 

- Bookstore and café 
 

- Martin Street entrance 
 

- Study room space 



Preliminary cost estimates 

  
         

Birkerts Addition renovation  
Youth Room renovation   
Entrance and exterior work  
Total 
 
Small optional expansions 
    Adding 2.8% to building space 
Birkerts Addition study rooms  
Youth Room expansion 
Total  
 
Grand Total  

$1,350,000 
$920,000 
$80,000 

$2,350,000 
 
 
 

$250,000 
$275,000 
$525,000 

 
$2,875,000 



Building Plan by  
Victor Saroki 



 



 



 



 


