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ÅContent tonight serves as starting point for 
conversation about building and its future.

Å[ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ tƭŀƴ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ Ǉƭŀƴ 
for building.

ÅSurvey responses show potential for improvement in 
terms of building appearance and functionality.
ïάIŀƴŘƛŎŀǇǇŜŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ƻƴ aŜǊǊƛƭƭ ƛǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘέ

ïάwŜƳƻŘŜƭ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƭƻƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƭŀȅƻǳǘέ

ïά¸ƻǳǘƘ wƻƻƳ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǳǇŘŀǘƛƴƎέ

ïά¢ƻƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎŎŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎέ

ïά.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƻǳǘŘŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀōōȅέ

ïάaŀƛƴ ŀǊŜŀ Ƨǳǎǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƴǾƛǘƛƴƎέ

ïά²ŀȅ ōƻƻƪǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƘŜƭǾŜŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǳǎŜǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅέ

ïά{ƛƎƴŀƎŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘέ

ïά¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎέ



Process will involve

ïTransparency

ïAdherence to City of Birmingham policies

ïActive involvement of City Commission, 
Library Board, staff and public

ïA thorough review of all options

ïYears



Necessary steps in the process

ïNeeds analysis and benchmarking

ïLibrary Board/City Commission discussions

ïInput and review from all constituents

ïAnalysis of cost estimates

ïAesthetic considerations



Overall goals

ïProvide enough space for a library of this 

size and caliber

ïArrange the space in a logical, usable 

manner

ïMake the building aesthetically pleasing



Specific space needs

ïYouth: Need more space  (Youth is 33% of 
circulation, but only 27% of public area.)

ïTeen: Need dedicated area

ïAdult: Need more space for study & seating 
with perhaps slightly less space for 
collections

ïIncrease number of study rooms

ïReadjust space use on main floor to make 
more of it available to public.  



Benchmarks with peer libraries

Library Population
Square 
Footage

Number of 
Study Rooms

Square 
Footage per 
Capita

Study Rooms 
per 10,000 
Population

Ann Arbor 163,590 162,900 17 1.0 1.0

Baldwin 35,350 40,174 2 1.1 0.6

Bloomfield 
Township

41,070 102,205 20 2.5 4.9

Clinton-
Macomb

169,833 105,400 5 0.6 0.3

Farmington 90,112 90,000 6 1.0 0.7

Grosse Pointe 51,060 61,000 4 1.2 0.8

Novi 55,374 59,314 9 1.1 1.6

Southfield 75,814 124,495 19 1.6 2.5



Improved functionality

ïCompliance with ADA

ïImprove interior and exterior lighting

ïEnhance main entrance

ïMuffle sound and create more quiet spaces

ïLƳǇǊƻǾŜ άwayfindingΣέ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƴŀƎŜ



Improved functionality

ïRe-arrange shelf arrangements to 
encourage browsing:  Create subject 
άƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘǎέ

ïImprove layout to make things easier to 
find: Difficult in this building

ïAdd seating and study space

ïAdd security cameras to improve safety

ïProvide appropriate service desks



Other ideas

ïEstablish entrance on Martin Street

ïInstall café 

ïLet more light into facility

ïCapture the feel of a modern book store

ïEnhance aesthetics of downtown

ïRaise property values

ïAvoid damaging library services by 
overextending ourselves on building



Three major options

ïContinue current practice of maintenance 

and piecemeal improvements

ïComprehensive renovation and repurposing 

of existing footprint

ïFull-scale building expansion and 

renovation



Funding sources: Combination of following

ïOngoing operating funds

ï²ƛǘƘŘǊŀǿŀƭ ŦǊƻƳ ŦǳƴŘ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ό[ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ 
ŀƴŘ /ƛǘȅΩǎύ

ïIncrease millage rate and save for several 
years to pay for renovation.

ïApproval of bond issue

ïFund-raising



Building Plan by 
Fanning Howey



Current Birkerts
Addition



Current Youth 
Room





Current Layout



Proposed Layout



BirkertsAddition



Radius shelving 
reinforces the 
curve of the 
exterior wall.

teen

study rooms computers group workspace



Enlarging (and 
fireproofing) the 
openings in the 

old building wall 
would allow for 
easier passage 

between areas.

Original brick 
could be 

restored to 
natural 

appearance and 
architecturally 

lit.


